
“The French 
Are Coming”

Beth writes an episode of 
Wizards of Waverly Place



BETH’S 
DREAMS

➢ I wanna write kidsʼ 
TV

➢ I have no initiative 

Why Are You 
Writing Fanfic For 
Class?



“The French Are 
Coming”

➢ Why French?

➢ Beth, donʼt you speak Spanish?



WHY NOT SPANISH?

The Russos are 
canonically Latinx
(S1 E3)

I am not.
(cite something about 
connection between 
language and 
ethnicity)



DISCLAIMER:
I Do Not Speak French

“He later went on to recite a poem with a Latin 
phrase in it. What Mr. Brodsky was objecting to 

was not my use of a foreign language per se, but 
my use of Spanish—a language that has not 

traditionally held an esteemed place in American 
letters—unlike Latin, Greek, and French. Clearly, in 
the “English tradition,” some languages are more 

foreign than others” -Sáenz I Want to Write an 
American Poem II



Characters

Alex Russo Harper Finkle

Gigi Justin Russo Max Russo

Jerry & Theresa



Characters

Chloé Dupont



THE SITCOM FORMULA

A French exchange 
student leaves Alex 

feeling insecure

Justin and Max write a 
poem

Plot A Plot B



Scenes

Scene 1

Chloéʼs arrival 
is announced

Scene 2
Gigi makes fun of 
Alex and Harper

Scene 4
Justin and Max 

write their poem

Scene 6
Harper finds Alex 

in a closet

Scene 8
Alex and Harper 
learn their own 

language

Scene 3

Gigi excludes 
Alex and 
Harper

Scene 5

Justin and Max 
show their 

teacher

Scene 7

Justin and Max 
perform their 

poem



➢ Gigi uses language to exclude Alex and Harper
➢ Young women as pioneers of language shift
➢ Foreigners as reason for language shift
➢ Stylization not crossing



➢ “Cayenne Pepper” —Nichole Stanford



➢ Gigi uses language to exclude Alex and Harper
➢ Gigi judges Harperʼs poor French



➢ English as a Lingua Franca for entertainment



➢ Foreign Language Instruction



➢ Grammar/Meaning
➢ “All languages undergo the simplification 

process” —Global Englishes
➢ Justin superiority



➢ Meaning/Grammar
➢ Expressing voice



➢ Language landscapes



➢ Censorship as code-switching
➢ Harper is okay with being bad at French
➢ Importance of accepting community



➢ Justin code-switches to express



Honorable Mentions: Jokes I’m Proud of



Thank You
Google Translate


